
Alfred The Great
The 

Scholar-King









Pick and Select
Eat and Consume
Drink and Imbibe
Ask and Inquire

Aware and Cognizant
Begin and Commence



Simplify This...

“The infant observed 
the immature canine 
consuming its repast.”

“The baby watched 
the young dog eating 
its meal.”



Alfred
Son of  Aethelwulf

King of  Wessex and All 
England









Alfred’s Family

Aethelwulf - “Noble Wolf”

Aethelred - “Noble Counsel”

Aethelbhert - “Noble and Bright”

Aethelbald - “Noble and Bold”

Alfred - “Elf Counsel”



849 - Alfred is born (Youngest 
of Four Brothers)

Fights the Danes alongside his 
brothers as a prince

871 - Alfred becomes king



Fighting off  the 
Danes Again

876            877



The Great 
Danish 
Army

878 



Alfred Stands Alone At 
Athelney

878



Term: Guerilla Warfare



Alfred Calls 
Together His Forces 
At St. Egbert’s 
Stone



Battle of  Eddington
878



Term: Fyrd



Baptism of Guthrum
878



Dena Laga



885 - Another Danish 
Army

886 - Conquers and 
Rebuilds London



Alfred is the First King of  
England



886-896
Educational Advancements



896-896
Fighting the Danes Again



899 Alfred dies at the age 
of 50



What do these names mean?

Aethelwulf - 

Aethelred - 

Aethelbhert - 

Aethelbald - 

Alfred - 



Alfred’s Family

Aethelwulf - “Noble Wolf”

Aethelred - “Noble Counsel”

Aethelbhert - “Noble and Bright”

Aethelbald - “Noble and Bold”

Alfred - “Elf Counsel”



Alfred’s Defense Strategy
- Fortify The Country
- Build a Navy
- Strengthen Alliances



Alfred’s Administration
- Justice for the weak
- Promulgate Law Codes
- Avoid Blood Feuds
- Punishments for breach of oath



Alfred’s Mother, Osburh,
Inspired His Love for 

Learning



Alfred’s Educational Program
- Hosted Scholars at Court
- Learned Latin
- Required the Learning and use of 

English
- Sponsored and Translated the Great 

Books
- Sponsored the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle





The Alfred Jewel - Found at Athelney



Define These Terms
Guerilla Warfare
Fyrd
St. Egbert’s Stone
Dena Laga
Osburh
Asser
The Alfred Jewel



Define These Terms
● Guerilla Warfare - fighting without meeting in battle

● Fyrd - Anglo-Saxon army composed of freemen

● St. Egbert’s Stone - The location at which Alfred 
gathered his men to fight the battle of Eddington

● Dena Laga - The Dane Law

● Osburh - Alfred’s Mother

● Asser - Alfred’s Friend, Teacher, and Biographer

● The Alfred Jewel - Used for following along when 
reading



Alfred and the Burnt 
Cakes



Put These Events in 
Order

● Battle of Eddington
● Alfred’s Birth
● Alfred’s Crowning
● Alfred’s Educational Work
● Finding of the Alfred Jewel
● Establishment of the Dane Law
● Guerilla Warfare at Athelney
● Alfred’s Death
● Alfred becomes king of all 

England



These Events in 
Correct Order

● Alfred’s Birth
● Alfred’s Crowning
● Guerilla Warfare at Athelney
● Battle of Eddington
● Establishment of the Dane Law
● Alfred becomes king of all 

England
● Alfred’s Educational Work
● Alfred’s Death
● Finding of the Alfred Jewel



Big Question:
Which Achievement Most 

Makes Alfred Worthy of  the 
Title,

“The Great”?


